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Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to a communication received on April 6, 2005. 
Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10, 12-14, and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abecassis (6192340) in view of Cluts (5616876). 

Regarding claim 1, Abecassis discloses a method for providing multimedia 
content over a network (Column 2, line 62 - Column 3, line 4), comprising the steps of: 
(a) connecting at least one multimedia device (Column 5, lines 20 - 25) to at least one 
media server storing a plurality of selectable multimedia clips over a communications 
network (Column 1 1 , lines 58 - 64); (b) selecting selectable multimedia clips for playing 
by said at least one multimedia device (Column 16, lines 47 - 67); (c) generating a 
playlist in the media server wherein said selected at least one of said plurality of 
selectable multimedia clips is included therein (Column 15, lines 58 - 62); (d) 
transferring said generated playlist from said selected media server to said at least one 
multimedia device (Column 16, lines 20 - 24); and (e) rendering said playlist (Column 
16, lines 31 - 37), but Abecassis does not explicitly indicate selecting specific clips 
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accomplished by user interaction with a menu generated by the server. Gluts discloses 
a system with a server and a multimedia device (Column 2, lines 33 - 36) which allows 
the user to interactively select items from a list of items presented to the device from the 
server (Column 2, lines 37 - 48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use Cluts teachings of presenting a 
multimedia device a menu or list of items that can be selected by the user to be added 
to a playlist in Abecassis system in order to have the user be able to be more interactive 
with a music/radio on demand system such as picking specific music clips to play at 
specific times (Column 1 , lines 39 - 40; lines 56 - 64). 

Regarding claim 2, Abecassis discloses that said communications network is a 
local horne communications network (Column 12, lines 41 - 43). 

Regarding claim 3, Abecassis discloses that said communications network is a 
public communications network (Column 1 1 , lines 12-19). 

Regarding claim 4, Abecassis discloses that said communications network is the 
Internet (Column 1 1 , line 19). 

Regarding claim 5, Abecassis discloses that said playlist file comprises audio 
data (Column 15, lines 58 - 67). 

Regarding claim 6, Abecassis discloses the steps of (e) displaying a list of said 
media servers available to said at least one multimedia device (Column 25, lines 59 - 
67); and (f) selecting one of said media servers from said list of said media servers 
available to said at least one multimedia device (Column 26, lines 1 - 7). 
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Regarding claim 7, Abecassis discloses a method for providing multimedia 
content over a net\A(ork (Column 2, line 62 - Column 3, line 4), comprising the steps of: 
(a) displaying a list of one or more media servers storing a plurality of selectable 
multimedia clips available to one or more multimedia devices (Column 25, lines 59 - 
67); (b) selecting a media server from said list of one or more media servers (Column 
25, lines 36 - 43); (c) connecting said one or more multimedia devices (Column 5, lines 
20 " 25) to said selected media server via a browser interface (Column 1 1 , lines 58 - 
64; Column 6, line 62 - Column ^, line 8); (d) selecting at least one of said plurality of 
selectable multimedia clips (Column 9, lines 51 - 58) for rendering by said one or more 
multimedia devices (Column 16, lines 47 - 67); (e) generating a playlist in a standard 
Internet markup language at said media server; (f) transmitting said playlist to at least 
one of said multimedia devices; (g) parsing said playlist at said at least one multimedia 
device and (Column 3, lines 26 - 30; Column 24, lines 12-20) transferring said 
selected at least one of said stored plurality of selectable multimedia clips from said 
selected media server to at least one multimedia device (Column 13, line 63 - Column 
14, line 7); and (h) rendering said selected at least one of said plurality of selectable 
multimedia clips by retrieving files defined in said playlist (Column 14, lines 60 - 63), but 
Abecassis does not explicitly indicate selecting specific clips accomplished by user 
interaction with a menu generated by the server. Cluts discloses a system with a server 
and a multimedia device (Column 2, lines 33 - 36) which allows the user to interactively 
select items from a list of items presented to the device from the server (Column 2, lines 
37 - 48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to use Gluts teachings of presenting a multimedia device a menu or 
list of items that can be selected by the user to be added to a playlist in Abecassis 
system in order to have the user be able to be more interactive with a music/radio on 
demand system such as picking specific music clips to play at specific times (Column 1, 
lines 39 - 40; lines 56 - 64), 

Regarding claim 8, Abecassis discloses a networked based multimedia delivery 
system (Column 2, line 62 - Column 3, line 4) comprising: (a) at least one multimedia 
device having input means and display means through which a user may request 
multimedia clips and output means through which requested multimedia clips may be 
played (Column 5, lines 25 - 36); (b) at least one media server in communications with 
said at least one multimedia device for generating a playlist file containing multimedia 
clips (Column 15, lines 58 - 62) and providing said playlist file to said at least one 
multimedia device in response to said user's request for multimedia clips (Column 16, 
lines 20 - 24); and (c) a local home communications network for interfacing said at 
least one multimedia device with said at least one media server (Column 12, lines 41 - 
43) but Abecassis does not explicitly indicate selecting specific clips accomplished by 
user interaction with a menu generated by the server. Cluts discloses a system with a 
server and a multimedia device (Column 2, lines 33 - 36) which allows the user to 
interactively select items from a list of items presented to the device from the server 
(Column 2, lines 37 - 48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to use Cluts teachings of presenting a multimedia 
device a menu or list of items that can be selected by the user to be added to a playlist 
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in Abecassis system in order to have the user be able to be more interactive with a 
music/radio on demand system such as picking specific music clips to play at specific 
times (Column 1 , lines 39 - 40; lines 56 - 64). 

Regarding claim 9, Abecassis discloses the steps of (d) an access link for 
connecting said local home communication network to said at least one media server 
over a public communications network (Column 11, lines 1-19); and (e) an access 
gateway for translating communications protocols between said local home 
communications network and said access link (Column 1 1 , lines 12 - 15). 

Regarding claim 10, Abecassis discloses that said public network is the Internet 
(Column 11, line 19). 

Regarding claim 12, Abecassis discloses that said multimedia device is designed 
to (a) be automatically configured on said local home communications network (Column 
5, lines 49 - 56); (b) resolve a hot name in a URL using DNS call (Column 2, lines 45 - 
50); (c) issue HTTP request; (d) receive HTTP responses containing MIME objects; (e) 
display WML and HTML content (Column 25, line 59 - Column 26, line 7); (f) parse 
said playlist; (g) interactively search a database of track, album, and playlist 
information; (h) mix said playlist with local content; and (i) receive channels of 
multimedia clips from said media server (Column 27, lines 41 - 52). 

Regarding claim 13, Abecassis discloses that said multimedia device is designed 
to (a) be automatically configured on said local home communications network (Column 
5, lines 49 - 56); (b) issue HTTP request; (c) receive HTTP responses containing 
MIME objects (d) display WML and HTML content (Column 25, line 59 - Column 26, 
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line 7); (e) parse said playlist; and (f) mix said playlist with local content (Column 27, 
lines 41 - 52). 

Regarding claim 14, Abecassis discloses a networked based multimedia delivery 
system comprising (Column 2, line 62 - Column 3, line 4): (a) at least one media server 
for generating a playlist file from a plurality of centrally stored multimedia clips in 
response to a user request (Column 15, lines 58 - 63); and (b) at least one multimedia 
device in communications with said at least one media server for generating said user 
request, wherein said at least one multimedia device is further used to receive and 
parse said generated playlist file (Column 15, lines 58 - 63) but Abecassis does not 
explicitly indicate selecting specific clips accomplished by user interaction with a menu 
generated by the server. Cluts discloses a system with a server and a multimedia 
device (Column 2, lines 33 - 36) which allows the user to interactively select items from 
a list of items presented to the device from the server (Column 2, lines 37 - 48). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use Cluts teachings of presenting a multimedia device a menu or list of items 
that can be selected by the user to be added to a playlist in Abecassis system in order 
to have the user be able to be more interactive with a music/radio on demand system 
such as picking specific music clips to play at specific times (Column 1 , lines 39 - 40; 
lines 56 - 64). 

Regarding claim 16, Abecassis discloses a multimedia device for use in a 
network based multimedia delivery system (Column 2, line 62 - Column 3, line 4) 
comprising: (a) means for automatically configuring the multimedia device on a 
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communications network (Column 16, lines 31 - 37); (b) means for displaying at least 
one media server in communications with the multimedia device over said 
communications network, wherein said at least one media server has a plurality of 
stored multimedia clips; (c) means for interactively searching said plurality of stored 
multimedia clips using all or a portion of a text string (Column 25, lines 59 - 67); (d) 
means for passively searching said plurality of stored multimedia clips (Column 16, lines 
47 - 67); (e) means for requesting at least one of said plurality of stored multimedia 
clips from said at least one media server; (f) means for receiving a remotely generated 
playlist data file from said at least one media server over said communications network, 
wherein said remotely generated playlist data file is comprised of data identifving said 
requested at least one of said plurality of stored multimedia clips (Column 24, lines 12 - 
20); (g) means for parsing said remotely generated data file (Column 15, lines 1 - 14); 
and (h) means for displaying said remotely generated data file with local data (Column 
9, lines 16 - 19) but Abecassis does not explicitly indicate selecting specific clips 
accomplished by user interaction with a menu generated by the server. Cluts discloses 
a system with a server and a multimedia device (Column 2, lines 33 - 36) which allows 
the user to interactively select items from a list of items presented to the device from the 
server (Column 2, lines 37 - 48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use Cluts teachings of presenting a 
multimedia device a menu or list of items that can be selected by the user to be added 
to a playlist in Abecassis system in order to have the user be able to be more interactive 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,085 Page 9 

Art Unit; 2155 

with a music/radio on demand system such as picking specific music clips to play at 
specific times (Column 1 , lines 39 - 40; lines 56 - 64). 

Regarding claim 17, Abecassis discloses that said multimedia device is 
connected to said media server via a TCP/IP network (Column 27, lines 10-25; where 
ISP and internet connections use TCP/IP), and the step of selecting at least one of said 
plurality of selectable multimedia clips is performed (Column 27, lines 41 -42) on said 
media server using a browser interface provided to said multimedia device by said 
media server (Column 19, lines 1-8; Figure 5 and 6) 

Regarding claim 18, Abecassis discloses that said media server generates said 
playlist in response to said selection of multimedia clips received from said multimedia 
device (Column 2, line 62 - Column 3, line 4; Column 3, lines 24 - 30). 

Claims 11, 15, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abecassis in view of Gluts as applied to claims 1-10, 12-14, and 
16-18 above, and further in view of Jones (6256623). 

Regarding claims 11, 15, and 19, Abecassis does not explicitly indicate that said 
playlist is comprised of XML or any other standard Internet markup language format. 
Jones teaches a multimedia system with a server that returns lists of information from a 
server and that the list can be in the form of XML (Column 9, lines 12-19). It would 
have been obvious to one for ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to use XML to structure the playlist in order to help the multimedia device display the 
contents of that list (Column 3, lines 28 - 37; Column 9, lines 14-21). 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,085 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2155 

Regarding claim 20, Abecassis discloses that said step of rendering said playlist 
is performed by the multimedia device, and comprising the further steps of: parsing 
said playlist in said multimedia device; and retrieving digital multimedia files specified in 
said playlist over said communications network in response to said parsing operation for 
playback at said multimedia device (Column 24, lines 12-20). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments v^^ith respect to claims 1-10, 12-14, and 16-18 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11,15, and 19-20 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The applicant argues that there is no reason to 
combine the references because Jones only discloses transferring information using 
XML, which has nothing to do with transferring a playlist from a server to a device. The 
examiner disagrees, the reference Jones discloses transferring information in XML 
format, where the information includes results from a server in list form (Column 9, lines 
12-19), where the information in that list can include musical information (Column 9, 
lines 5 - 10) so it discloses transferring information of a list back to a multimedia device, 
where the list can contain music clip information, and the motivation for transferring that 
information is that it allows the multimedia device to translate the information better and 
better use it for display purposes (Column 3, lines 28 - 37; Column 9, lines 14-21), 
which is what the multimedia device needs to do with the play list. So the art is 
analogous and there is motivation to combine. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3980. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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